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"science of woman," the doctrine of the nature and diseases of woman as distinct
from man, became embodied in gynecology. Moreover, this new specialty of physi-
cians constructed a theory offemininity which prescribed social roleswithout raising
opposition, because they had the validation ofscience. Women became identified as
a special group ofpatients, based upon their reproductive capacities. As woman was
dominated by her sexual functions, the physiology and pathology ofher reproductive
system provided the key to understanding her physical, mental, and moral peculiari-
ties. Thus, ideologically charged beliefs about the biological foundations offeminin-
ity provided the organizing concept around which gynecology grew as a theory of
femininity and a therapeutic art. Consequently, according to Moscucci, obstetrics
and gynecologyjustified its existence by the utility its theories had in maintaining the
social order.
In her book, Moscucci explores the medical and social context in which the
"science ofwoman" was allowed to take root and flourish. Despite the usefulness of
much of the book's factual content, Moscucci's work disappoints on two accounts.
First, she places an inordinate emphasis on her revisionist agenda. Portrayed as a
mere social climber, the medical man yearns not for new remedies but for status and
wealth, his doubtful abilities bolstered by family and school ties. Such a history
neglects and denigrates the achievements ofsuch notables as James Young Simpson,
Carl Crede, and John Braxton Hicks. Second, Moscucci presents the argument that
professional identity was achieved not through advances in medical practice but by
the espousal of an ideology generated to subjugate women to traditional roles.
Although eloquently argued, the theory seems shrill and hollow, and inadequately
explains both the development ofthe "scientist-physician" cult by the 1920s and the
enduring success of the specialty. Still, the work is scholarly and well written,
providing a social history ofthe evolution of a medical specialty usually neglected by
historians. As such, it is awelcomed addition.
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The growing prominence of genetics in biomedical research, clinical medicine,
medical ethics, and health policy can hardly be disputed. On the one hand, mass
screening for phenylketonuria and location of the gene for Huntington's chorea
respectively represent the beneficial application of genetic research and a dramatic
scientific success story. Genetic engineering and the claims and counterclaims of
finding the genes for schizophrenia and alcoholism, on the other hand, exemplify
contemporary ethical controversies and future challenges. The rapid developments
in molecular biology have clearly played a major role in this increased interest in
genetics in all fields of medicine, from psychiatry to internal medicine, from
obstetrics to gerontology. This book, written by a physician and a medicaljournalist,
attempts to present the current status ofprenatal genetic testing to a lay audience.
The volume includes five chapters with an introduction and a conclusion. The
introduction begins with afictionalized account of a family confronting the birth of aBOOK REVIEWS 201
child with Down's syndrome. The case allows the authors to raise many ofthe issues
that are then explored in more detail in subsequent chapters. The conclusion picks
up the story ofthe same family and reviews many ofthe complex issues raised in the
book. Each chapter of the book explores an issue related to prenatal testing,
beginning with the first chapter, which reviews basicgenetics.
The second chapter describes the more common tests, such as alpha-fetoprotein,
amniocentesis, and ultrasound. These tests are carefully explained with regard to
their purpose, limitations, and risks. This chapter also includes an explanation ofless
commonly used tests such as chorionicvillus sampling and DNA analysis, which gives
readers some sense ofwhere the field is headed.
In the third chapter, the authors review the prevalence, genetics, and natural
history of selected genetic disorders such as Down's syndrome, sickle-cell anemia,
cystic fibrosis, Tay-Sachs disease, and spina bifida. It is not completely clear why
these conditions were selected, but, through the discussion of these disorders, the
authors provide information that could be helpful in making important reproductive
decisions.
The fourth and fifth chapters, which deal with ethical and legal issues, should be
useful to lay readers and to health professionals aswell. The authors confront issues
such as abortion, use of genetic technologies for questionable practices such as
gender screening, equity in access to advanced technologies, and problems with
errors in testing. Legal issues, discussed in the last chapter, are also reviewed in a
clear and direct fashion.
In summary, the book is a well-conceived, well-written survey of the rapidly
changing landscape of prenatal testing for a general audience. The goal of the
authors is to informparents and potential parents aboutgenetic disorders in order to
assist them in their reproductive decisions. The volume could be useful as a teaching
resource for health professionals faced with explaining these issues to parents. The
discussion ofethical and legal issuesmaybe especiallyvaluable for health profession-
als, whose training may have focused more on the technical aspects of prenatal
testing. The rapid changes in the field of prenatal testing will, no doubt, place an
ever-increasing demand on health careprofessionals tobeversed in these ethical and
legal areas.
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In Regulating Reproduction, Robert Blank describes a first sexual revolution, in
which reproduction was removed from sex, and a more recent, second sexual
revolution, in which sex has been removed from reproduction. Blank, a professor of
political science at Northern Illinois University, describes what he sees as a most
pressing need for a coherent political policy to deal with the new legal issues raised
by this second revolution. In Blank's opinion, the goals of this policy would be to
"maximize the benefits" and "minimize the dangers" of new techniques to enhance
fertility.
Blank begins his book with a description of current reproduction-aiding tech-